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Ladies and Gentlemen

We have now completed our first year and it has certainly been eventful.

EASA have continued to develop Rules and Regulations which will affect our industry and certainly all is not perfect.

You should all be aware that the European Parliament have now published their rules for Flight Crew Licensing and there have been a number of discussions in Cologne regarding various mistakes or errors which have to be resolved.  Whilst no actual amendment will be considered before 2013 there is an obvious need to find ways to resolve issues which could cause serious problems for our members.

We are fortunate in the United Kingdom in that our National Authority established a Professional Pilot Training Forum which has a heavy bias towards finding solutions to problems arising from EASA FCL and through this we have been able to get support  for issues raised in Cologne and the first evidence of this local partnership occurred at the recent EASA FCL Partnership Group meeting where unanimous support was given by all Member States and EASA itself for article 14-6  exceptions for Simulator Flight Instructors allowing the situation prevailing before EASA FCL to continue.  This alone has saved member companies in excess of €10 Million, which costs would otherwise have been passed to operators – a massive amount.  But there are other issues which remain to be resolved and the work will continue.
IPPTG has membership of many other EASA Working Groups including that developing the new EASA Flight Examiners handbook to replace the existing JAA version and development is proceeding well.  A draft should be available in 2012.

Another Group has been reviewing the Sterile Cockpit requirements required by the European Commission – work continues on this but we have already succeeded in having the regulations so far as training aircraft and commercial air transport aircraft not fitted with a cockpit door to have the regulations as guidance material only.

The Group had a valuable annual meeting in November coincidental with the Halldale EATS event.  Amongst other matters Thomas Leoff (thomas.leoff@lft.dlh.de) was elected as Vice-Chairman and a small group of Members volunteered to help with resolving issues.   This group comprises Phil Barriball (Phil.Barriball@btinternet.com), Jon Wickenden (john.wickenden@cae.com), Jacques Drappier representing Airbus (jacques.drappier@orange.fr) and Jens Frost, who is our representative on the MPL Panel.
At this point I would like thank Halldale for their support in providing the room and refreshments and granting a greatly reduced rate to IPPTG representatives attending the EATS meeting; the savings considerably exceeding the Group membership fee! I anticipate a similar situation for EATS in Berlin 2012.

The next major issue on the horizon will be the final versions of Authority Requirements for FCL and Operators Requirements which will become law sometime in March 2012 – again, there will undoubtedly be issues which will have to be resolved. The start date will still be 8th April 2012!

There are further issues coming out of the EASA Flight Operations Regulations which will also affect our industry, including Flight Time Limitations for Instructors  - we will watch with great interest!

As a Group we continue to grow and please do raise any issues that you experience, since these will undoubtedly affect other members and in solving a problem for one we can all gain advantage.

Our web-site is now up and running and several documents can now be found on the site which will be of value.  The website will be expanded throughout the year.

May I take this opportunity of thanking you for your support and hope that 2012 will prove a better year than 2011.

Regards

Peter Moxham

Chairman

petermoxham@aol.com
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